LECTUEE TWENTY-FOURTH.

THE WORLD-SOUL AS MEDIATOR  BETWEEN  THE
SENSIBLE AND INTELLIGIBLE WORLDS.

Itf the last lecture we were considering the way
in which Plotinus deals with the Absolute One as
an exclusive unity to which we rise by negation
of all finitude and difference, and which, from this
point of view, is opposed to everything else, while
yet it has to be conceived as the source from which
everything else flows. And I pointed out that these
two aspects of the One, as an all-exclusive unity
and yet as the fountain of all existence, are not
reconciled by Plotinus, but that be hides from others
and from himself the difficulty of reconciling them,
by alternating between the language of exact thought
and the language of imagination, generally using
the former when he is following the way upwards
from the worlds of sense and intelligence to the
One, and the latter when he is seeking to throw
light on the process* downwards from the One to